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Advanced Placement English Language and Composition, Grade 11 
2014-15 Introductory Reading Activity 

 
Selection:    Thank You For Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach 

 Us About the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs NOTE: make certain you get the new,
 2013 edition. 

 
Rationale:   This book will introduce you to the art of rhetoric and academic arguments. Heinrichs has 

divided his informative yet entertaining book of lessons into five sections (Introduction, 
Offense, Defense, Advanced Offense, & Advanced Agreement). He also provides 
appendices which include a summary of the main rhetorical tools and a glossary of 
rhetorical terms. More importantly, this book will serve as an excellent bridge between 
the expository essay and persuasion analysis of Pre-AP Honors English 10 and the 
stylistic and argumentative analysis of AP English 11.  

 
Objectives:  Read and respond to the book in its entirety. 

Understand and apply the objectives and elements of argument. 
 
Assignment: Reading of book (annotation not required but recommended) All activities listed below 

will be due by August 1st-15th.  While you can begin your work on the activities, don’t 
panic. We will discuss the activities in greater detail when you return in July. 

 
Written Work  
   Part 1: Chapter Summaries: 

1. Write a summary of at least 5 key points in the section, providing textual support 
with appropriate citations. (125 points; 15 completion/10 quality each) 

2. Ask at least one clarifying question per section (what you still don’t understand from 
that section and/or want to learn about in class). Make sure to make specific reference 
to the text and provide appropriate citations. (25 points; 5 points each/completion) 

 
Part 2: Activities 
 
“Other Hand Experiment” p. 333 
Complete any five (10 points/completion) 
“Other Other Hand Experiment” p. 334 
“Enhance” the five you chose from above (10 points/completion) 
“Enthymeme” p. 350 
Complete any five (10 points/completion) 
 
Multiple Choice Tests (page 335: 1-35 and page 345: 1- 10) 

 No, we are not idiots, and we have also read this book.  We know the answers are 
provided.  Please, work with integrity and take the quizzes honestly, then score yourself 
and record your score; the answers should be on your paper, not just the score.  This is a 
“completion” grade—not a point grade.  We are just interested in seeing how you 
understood the material. (45 points/completion) 
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Part 3: Reflection 
 Write a fully developed paragraph, expounding on one major idea you are taking from 

this reading. Include word count. (150-200 words/25 points; content and writing skill).  
  
Specific Essay Instructions for written work 

 MLA formatting 
 Formal, academic voice 
 Upload to turnitin.com (as one document, upon return and registration in your new 

class) 
 
Assessment:  250 Points, total.  Assessment is holistic, based partially on completion, and partially on 

the quality of your work; specifically, we are looking for accurate and thoughtful 
answers, well-developed and supported. 

 225=250: Excellent Work 
 200-224: Adequate Work 
 175-199: Average Work 
 150-174: Inadequate Work 
 
Due Dates: This assignment is DUE in class (hard copy) on the dates listed below. No Late work 

will be accepted for this assignment after August 15. 
Other assignments may be given in relation to this reading, at the discretion of the 
instructor (e.g. research, Socratic Discussions) 

 Completed and turned in by August 1: earn 5% extra credit. 
 Completed and turned in by August 8: assignments due with no penalty 
 Completed and turned in by August 15:  last date for acceptance—25% penalty 
 This assignment must be uploaded to turnitin.com by August 15 for credit.  

 
Connections: Ongoing reference and instruction regarding argument will be tied to this book 

throughout the year.  IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THIS 
BOOK IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

 
Note:  You are responsible for procuring a copy of the book. If you cannot buy one, it is 

available for check out from your English teacher or the public library.  We recommend 
you buy a copy if possible, as annotating is a helpful reading tool.  You might also use 
small post-it notes for annotating.  

 
A copy of this assignment is available on-line at the Perry website: 
http://ww2.chandler.k12.az.us/phs 

 
Questions?  (please put “summer reading” in the subject line of your email) 
 
   Cindy Pino:  pino.cynthia@cusd80.com  
  


